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its name from Its heroine, Hermlone. I took my task very
seriously and carpentered my verses complacently and with
great diligence. Finally, however, my inspiration waned;
and when my future brother-in-law, Prince Bernhard of Saxe-
Meiningen, told me one day that he had already written a drama
on this theme, I decided that German literature had enough
in one such piece, and gave up my plan. So the great " poetic
work " remained a torso.

My "Curriculum Vitas" has already described the little
club I founded with my fellow pupils. In this " circle,"
which met on Sunday afternoons, not only were the classics
read (each taking a part), but lectures were given and debates
held. I remember I once gave an address on Alexander
the Great's march to India. In the debates each of us assumed
the name of some well-known politician then in the public
eye. Thus, e.g., the small and disputatious Sommer was
known as Lasker. It was not quite so easy to find a suitable
model for me, and lengthy deliberations were necessary. At
last we agreed on Schulze-Delitzsch, then leader of the
Progressive Party, or advanced Liberals. These debates
were handled very seriously, and minutes were carefully
made by the secretary* Brauneck (Brauneck, by the way,
was a great collector of stamps; and, when my interest
in this hobby slackened, I made over my own collection
to Mm).

Visits to the theatre, now as before, were holiday occasions.
Cassel possessed a relatively good opera-house, and Reis,
the Director, was an excellent conductor. The dramatic
side was not quite so good; but I had an opportunity to see
with interest plays by Shakespeare, Schiller, Uhland, and
others. The representation of Uhland's "Duke Louis of
Bavaria " made a particularly strong impression. Among the
actors a special favourite of the young was Varena, who after-
wards became Director of the theatre at Stettin or Konigsberg;
his rendering of Count Wetter vora Strahl made us all frantic
with enthusiasm. The actress Harke was another favourite,
and also the beautiful Hagen, who afterwards married a Prince
Wittgenstein-Altenkirchen. The very talented young Herbert,